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PAST-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
November, 2007
by Curt Klug

The duties of the Past-President of the
Everglades Geological Society are few. In
fact, | can think of only three: 1.) to write
afinal message for the September Bulletin;
2.) for issues brought before the Board, to
cast the deciding vote in case of atie; and
3.) to assemble alist of candidates for the
offices of the EGS come general election
time. |'ve already dropped the ball on the
first item; to my knowledge, the second
item has never occurred; and | still have
plenty of time to mess up the third item.
Anyway, somewhat in arrears, this final
message is humbly submitted for your
approval.

Before | ramble on any further, | would
like to thank the members of last year's
Board for making this past year the success
that it was. Vice-President Frank Winslow
Secretary/Treasurer  Anthony  Morris,
Editor Dawn James, Director Terry
Bengtsson, and Acting Past-President
Gordon Kennedy. Thanks also to Craig
Boomgaard, our AAPG Delegate, who
routinely shows up for Board Meetings
even though he does not have to. All did
their parts to keep the EGS running

smoothly making this past year the most
successful and flawless one on record.

Ok, Ok, maybe there were a couple minor
glitches. First, the Spring field trip to the
phosphate pits in southern Polk County
was postponed as our intrepid leader, Tom
Scott, was laid low by disease most
heinous. Itiswith great joy, however, that
| can report that he has fully recovered and
will be leading the trip to the phosphate
pits on Saturday December 1st. Additional
details to come soon.

For the second year in a row, southwestern
Florida has been little affected by
hurricanes or tropical storms.
Nevertheless, tropical storm Barry, if |
recall correctly, caused the postponement
of the 2007 EGS picnic. The picnic was to
be held in Matlacha at the residence of our
current Vice-President, Anthony Morris.
Although the storm was not particularly
severe, the particular combination of wind
and tide at the time of the storm caused
considerable erosion along the seawall at
Anthony’s house. As | understand it, the
contractor has not yet repaired the seawall
and dock to make them safe for visitors,
but hopefully that will be taken care of
soon.

Our duly and newly elected Director for
the EGS for 2008-2009, Michelle
Quincoses, has sadly parted company to
take on the formidable responsibilities of
motherhood. Fortunately, John Randall,
currently with WRS, has stepped forward
to fill the vacancy. Many thanks, John.

Ok, I've said enough or maybe too much,
and so I'll close with a quote from Homer
and Marge Simpson. Homer: “Marge, I'm
confused ... is this a good ending or a bad
ending?” Marge: “It's an ending. That's
enough.”




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
November, 2007
by Frank Winsow

| guess | should open with “The opinions expressed herein
are solely my own and in no way are approved, condoned, or
represent the Everglades Geologic Society”. If | go too far,
feel free to move forward with the impeachment
proceedings.

There are few things cooler than a cave (no pun intended).
We are very fortunate to have Lee Florea come to talk about
caves and karst of southeast Kentucky. | have aways liked
caves, though | don’t know that | would have the cojones to
be areal spelunker exploring uncharted areas — especialy
when you get to those tight spots. And don’t even mention
those diving spelunkers. | do remember what a huge
impression Carlsbad Caverns (southern New Mexico) made
on measalittleboy. Only in cavesand underwater can you
enter into what feels like another world (not counting
chemically induced explorations). Anyhow, my hat’s off to
the explorers of the nether regions.

| was disappointed to miss Tom Scott’s and Harley Mean's
presentationsin September. | understand that they did a
great job. Thanks! It looks like we have kind of akarstic
theme this year so far.

Thefield trip is scheduled (phosphate pitsin southern Polk
County on Saturday December 1, 2007, led by Tom Scott).
Thanks to Curt Klug and Tom for al of their effortsin
making that happen.

On the non-geologic side, it has been interesting timesin
southwest Florida. | hope none of you have personally had
hardship with the economic downturn we have had. We
need to start loading the old folks up north on one-way buses

(not that we want them driving on our lovely in-season
roadways!).

A follow up on my Global Climate Change spouting from
last time— | love how the politicos spout about how all real
scientists agree on the preponderance of scientific evidence
that greenhouse gas emissions are causing climate change.
The latest National Geographic says basically the same
thing, however, they do have a good figure showing CO,
levels and temperatures over the past 400K years (I have no
idea about the uncertainty of the data depicted). According
to that figure, during pre-modern warm periods, CO, levels
have been higher, though of course, very recent CO, levels
are off the charts (unless you change your Y - axis scale, that
is). The problemisaclassic scientific issue —the
assumption that correlation equals causality. The
Geographic attributed pre-modern temperature highs to earth
orbit perturbations, but did not discuss the associated higher
CO, levels during those periods. Y et very recent high
temperatures (past few decades) are definitely caused by
greenhouse gases. Am | missing something, or does this not
compute?

| saw the correlation equals causality problem at a recent
groundwater-related conference. The speaker identified a
correlation between water volume and water chemistry, and
then suggested that water chemistry concerns be addressed
viavolume. This basically was suggesting that volume was
the causal agent effecting the water chemistry, when volume
has nothing directly to do with the cause (complex
geochemical reactions determine the water chemistry). | am
hopeful that the majority attending could see through this
case of correlation equals cause.

| have long had my own little Geological correlation versus
cause question. In California, the plate boundary changed
from a subduction zone to a transverse fault at the close of
the Cretaceous. The coastal range is loaded with the
Cretaceous Franciscan Formation, arock | affectionately
refer to as “munge”’ sinceit is afaulted and folded mess. |
have always been suspicious of coincidences, so | have
always wondered whether or not this tectonic change could
have been triggered by meteoric impact. Serious academics
that | have mentioned thisideato look at me like I’ ve been
hit by a space rock. Y ou would think that if the impact in

Y ucatan was to affect a tectonic boundary, it would have
been in south Mexico and Central America, rather than
California. However, | still have my suspicions. | guess|’m
a catastrophic uniformitarianist by nature. Feel free to write
in and explain why | am a completeidiot on this subject.

Having most recently lived in Kansas before Florida, | think
I will have to move on from climate change to the front edge
of Palentological research —“Intelligent Design”. More on
that in my next ramblings. Take care and watch out for
falling house prices and merging blue hairs.




s w e (O ThisMonth’s Speaker and Topic:

CAVESAND KARST OF SOUTHEAST
KENTUCKY

Lee Florea

In eastern Kentucky, the same Early Carboniferous

(Mississippian) limestones that give the world Mammoth

Cave in south-central Kentucky plunge below the ground
into the Appalachian Basin. The limestone outcrop in eastern Kentucky follows the western margin of the
Cumberland Plateau and delimits aragged ribbon of intense karst landscape that is continuous from southeastern

Ohio through Kentucky and Tennessee, and into northern Alabama and Georgia.

More than 2,000 documented caves comprising over 470 km of surveyed passage inhabit the Kentucky segment
of the Cumberland Plateau. At least 14 of these caves are greater than 5 km long, and 5 of these caves, with
lengths of more than 15 km, rank as some of the longest caves in the United States. This presentation will
characterize five of the large cave systems along the plateau in southeast Kentucky and the main attributes of the

karst in thisregion.

Biography

LeeFlorea

Leeiscurrently a Mendenhall Postdoctoral Fellow with the US Geological Survey in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, and a Director of the
National Speleological Society. His present research focuses on three themes: geochemistry, microbiology, and isotopic fractionation of
groundwater in the kartified limestone hammocks of Everglades National Park; NMRI imaging of groundwater flow through 3-D
renderings of flow unitsin the Pleistocene Biscayne aquifer of southeast Florida; and down-well geophysics and optical borehole
imaging of Pleistocene carbonates in southeast Florida and the Bahamas. Le€' s dissertation, The Karst of West-Central Florida (Fall,
2006), is published in four peer-reviewed papers in Ground Water (2), Quaternary Science Reviews, and the Journal of Caves and Karst.

L ee has other active research projects in the caves and karst of Kentucky and Romania.
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Meets on the third Tuesday every other
month. Socia hour starts at 5:00 PM.
The meeting begins a 6:00 PM. No
meetings are held in June, July or
August.
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