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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
September, 2007 

by Frank Winslow 
 
Time to kick off the 2007-2008 EGS season in Southwest 
Florida.   I want to express thanks for the efforts of the 2006-
2007 speakers, board members, and also thanks to all of you 
who have supported EGS through paying dues and attending 
meetings.  Anthony Morris (Vice President) is lining up 
some great speakers for this season.  I hope all of you 
members can find time in your busy schedules to participate.  
We also look forward to getting the annual picnic and field 
trip rolling.  The board this season also includes Kim Arnold 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Dawn James (Editor), and John 
Randall (Director).  I want thank all of you for volunteering 
your time.  Terry Bengtsson has also been involved in 
getting the new board on the straight and narrow.  Good luck 
in your new role at the District, Terry! 
 
There are many of you out there that have been involved 
with EGS in the past.  I hope to weigh on your conscience to 
join us, network with your local peers, and impart some of 
your wisdom.  If you haven’ t been attending, we miss you, 
and want you back. 
 
South Florida is a place of flux – the one constant that you 
can count on is that things are always changing.   Changing 
people, changing weather, changing economy.  Thanks to the 
pronounced wet and dry seasons, we have had lots of work 
for Geologists.   When I finished my bachelors degree in 
1984 in Humboldt County, California, being a Geologist 
meant “do you want fries with that?” .  I am thankful of the 
opportunities for Geologists that we have here in Southwest 
Florida.  Things have stayed busy for most of us in spite of 
the housing slow down, and it looks like things will continue 
to be busy.  With the little rain during the dry season, and 
rather wimpy wet season, there will be more pressure for 
things like new brackish water supply wells, deep injection 

wells, and aquifer storage and recovery.  With the rock 
mining at the east coast lakes belt put on hold, the need for 
more limestone mines grows.  With global warming, raising 
sea levels, I may be able to afford water-front housing some 
day!  The future is bright. 
 
I’m sure you all are aware of the shortage of scientists and 
engineers within younger generations.  One agenda that we 
have talked about pushing is supporting local science fairs.  
We would like to encourage giving back to the community, 
and request that our companies contribute toward this cause.  
More of this to come in future meetings and newsletters. 
  
I hope to get some discourse going this year in the 
newsletter.  Please feel free to e-mail us your ideas. The 
more controversial, the better!  As a skeptical scientist, I 
have always liked scientific heretics.  Plate tectonics was 
first a whacko’s dream.  When I took my first Geology 
course, meteoric impact for the demise of the dinosaurs was 
a fringe hypothesis (though I can say that I jumped on it 
from the start).  Today, the hot topic is carbon footprints and 
global climate change (now there’s a shocker for us 
Geologists – what? the climate changes?).  In about 1988, I 
listened to lectures from eggheads at the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, who pontificated 
on cattle farts, termite belches, and psychotically complex 
atmospheric chemistry.  Quantify the carbon cycle?  Let me 
pull a few numbers out of that cow’s back side.  The one big 
question on global warming that I have had, is what 
precisely is the global temperature database?   I haven’ t dug 
real deep, but I did like what Michael Crichton said about 
the heat island effect.  The bigger a city gets, the hotter it 
gets (pavement instead of plants).  Where are most weather 
stations located?  Crichton said that there is a compensation 
factor that has been applied for the heat island effect, but it 
may be currently under compensated in calculation of 
temperature trends.  So anyways, now we have people flying 
in their jet planes lecturing about carbon footprints, and 
driving hybrid cars that use electricity from coal-powered 
plants.  I do like the idea of less dependence on petroleum, 
and it is not just because our Petroleum Geologist cousins 
get paid so much better than us.  However, we just need one 
little supervolcano or meteoric impact to get the puniness of 
the human footprint in perspective.  I’m not saying that I can 
swear that humans have had no effect on climate (this 
summer has been miserably long and hot, hasn’ t it?).  
However, if everyone thought like a Geologist (a hundred 
thousand years is a hiccup), then maybe efforts could be 
expended where they should be, like paying us Geologists 
more so that we can buy future water front property in the 
Everglades. 
 
Okay enough of my babbling already – someone else speak 
up! 
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This Month’s Speaker  and Topic: 

Springs and Swallets of Florida 

 
Thomas M. Scott, Ph.D., P.G. and Harley Means 

 
  Florida has over 700 known springs.  They are a priceless resource, providing recreation and enjoyment for Floridians.  Springs are also 
a window into the aquifer, and can provide information about the overall health of the aquifer, which supplies most of the domestically 
used water in Florida.  Water quality in springs has become an increasingly visible issue in Florida, and has prompted the governor and 
legislature to fund the Florida Springs Initiative.  This initiative has brought together numerous groups of people including scientists, 
planners, legislators and the public in an attempt to identify critical issues related to springs and spring protection.  The goal is to create 
effective management plans that can be implemented to ensure future protection of Florida’s springs. 
 
  The Florida Geological Survey’s (FGS) role in the Springs Initiative is to gather data related to water quality, geology, and geography.  
The FGS, in 1947, published the first comprehensive report on springs and spring water quality (FGS Bulletin 31).  That report was 
updated in 1977, (Bulletin 31, Revised). The FGS published a new Springs of Florida volume, Bulletin 66, in 2004.  
 
Current springs projects at the FGS include a water-quality sampling team that collects water samples from selected 1st and 2nd 
magnitude springs on a quarterly basis. Another team of geologists is investigating swallets in the springsheds of 1st magnitude springs. 
FGS geologists are delineating springsheds for selected springs. 
 
  The data generated by the FGS are invaluable resources for scientists, planners and persons interested in spring water quality and how 
it has changed since 1947.  By documenting changes in the water quality of Florida’s precious springs over the past fifty years, the FGS 
has been able to provide the data needed to allow the state’s policy makers to make sound, scientifically based management decisions. 
 
 

Biography 
 

Thomas M. Scott, Assistant State Geologist for Geological Investigations.  BA, University of South Florida (1971); MS, Eastern Kentucky 
University (1973); PhD, Florida State University (1986).  Research interests: Cenozoic lithostratigraphy, geologic history, and 
hydrogeology. Licensed professional geologist (Florida), Certified Professional Geologist (American Institute of Professional Geologists).  
Professional memberships: Geological Society of America, Southeastern Geological Society (Past-President, 1978 and 1990-92), Society of 
Sedimentary Geology (Past President, Southeastern Section, 1996-97), Florida Academy of Sciences, Florida Section of the American 
Institute of Professional Geologists (Past-President, 1985-86), Florida Association of Professional Geologists (Vice President and Board 
Member 1996), Research Associate, University of South Florida. Serving on DBPR Board of Professional Geologists, chairman in 2004.  
More than 150 publications, maps, abstracts etc.  including the 2001 new geological map of Florida. Awards – “Hero of Industry Award 
from Florida Section of American Institute of Professional Geologists, 1992; Donald C. Haney Outstanding Alumnus Award, 1996; 2001 
Florida Geological Survey Employee of the Year; Outstanding Alumni Award from the University of South Florida Geology Alumni 
Society, March 2002; elected as a Fellow of the Geological Society of America, 2004. 
 
Har ley Means was born January 13, 1968 in Tallahassee, Florida.  Grew up on Tall Timbers Research Station in northern Leon County 
and accompanied his father, Bruce, who is an ecologist, on numerous field excursions learning about Florida©s natural history.  He 
attended high school in east Texas, then attended Florida State University and received a BS in geology in 1996.  Harley has traveled 
extensively in Central and South America, the Caribbean and Australia.  Currently enrolled in the graduate program at Florida State, his 
thesis work is on the sedimentology of the Citronelle Formation in western Florida. Harley is a licensed Professional Geologist.  
Research interests include: lithostratigraphy, vertebrate and invertebrate paleontology and Paleoindian archaeology of Florida.  
Employed by the Florida Geological Survey for six years as a district geologist for the NW and Suwannee River Water Management 
Districts and oversees the FGS portion of the Florida Springs Initiative.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.floridasprings.com/about2.html 
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Meets on the third Tuesday every other 
month.  Social hour starts at 5:00 PM. 
The meeting begins at 6:00 PM. No 
meetings are held in June, July or 
August. 
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