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Dues are Due! 
Please make your check to: 

Everglades Geological Society 
P. O. Box 61684 

For t Myers, Flor ida 33906 

Active Member $18.00 
Associate Member $9.00 

www.evergladesgeologicalsociety.org 
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The Everglades Geological Society is an 
organization which seeks to promote 
interest in and understanding of Geology 
and the related Earth Sciences, and to 
provide a common organization for those 
individuals interested in geology and the 
related earth sciences. The Bulletin is a 
publication of the Everglades Geological 
Society, Inc. 
 
Fill-in Editor 
Anthony R. Morris 
amorris@entrix.com 
 
 
EGS Officers 
Past President: Frank Winslow 
Camp Dresser & McKee 
winslowfp@cdm.com 
 
President: Anthony Morris 
ENTRIX, Inc. 
amorris@entrix.com 
 
Vice President: Andy McThenia 
ENTRIX, Inc. 
amcthenia@entrix.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Kim Arnold 
Johnson Engineering 
KArnold@johnsoneng.com 
 
Editor: Dawn James 
MWH Americas 
dawn.james@mwhglobal.com 
 
Director: Jody Abbott 
Camp Dresser & McKee 
AbbottJL@cdm.com 
 
Advertising Rates: 
Advertisements may be purchased in the 
Bulletin at the following rates for ten issues 
of the newsletter. 
 
Business Card Size …..$25.00 
1.8 x 3.5 inches 
One-Quarter Page ……$80.00 
3.5 x 4.5 inches   
One-Half Page    ……. $175.00 
7 x 5 inches 
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Hi EGS members, 
 
Hello all…I would like to start this letter by 
apologizing to the group for not getting a bulletin out 
for the last meeting.  We seem to have had a bit of 
disconnect in communication within the group 
recently.  In addition, I am sending this bulletin out 
about six days before or next meeting of March 17, 
2009.  We have worked to line up James Harcourt 
from the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) here in Fort Myers.  He is going to 
present some new information pertaining to the oil 
industry in Florida and how it may affect us as 
geologists, either in consulting or the public sector.  I 
really hope we can have a good showing for James 
next Tuesday. 
 
Many things have taken place in the world since the 
last bulletin was sent out.  We have elected the first 
African-American president in U.S. history.  We have 
seen the economy decline to levels not seen in many 
years.  And we have seen budgets cut and work slow 
down to almost nothing in many of our respective 
fields.  The one thing that I hope that we can hold on to 
is our integrity and our self respect when it comes to 
our profession.  In the recent months I have seen how 
some people in our industry have begun to sink to new 
levels just to try and bring in business.  The last thing 
that we need to start doing is cutting each others 
throats just to try and bring in a few hundred dollars of 
work.  There may not be as much work out there as 
there use to be but there is still plenty to go around.   
 
As the economy continues to do what ever it seems 
like it’ s going to do.  Let’s keep in mind that by cutting 
our competitors off at the knees just to bring in a little 
bit of work will be remembered in the long run.  Do 
the right thing because it’ s the right thing to do.  Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
 
Recently I have had the pleasure to ride around our 
great barrier island chain and have noticed that the 
water quality in Matlacha Pass, all the way up into 
Charlotte Harbor, has really declined.  There is so 
much algae growth in and around where I live in 
Matlacha that there is very little, if any, sea grass 
growing.  Now I’m sure that many people can and 
have pointed at many different anthropogenic 
influences that affected this great natural resource.  But 
the question that I have is…Who should be responsible 
for restoring these habitats and remove these algae’s.  

When you call and talk to the County they obviously 
do not have the resources to address this issue.  Should 
the state burden this restoration of our waterways?  
Should the taxpayer, who ultimately does pay for a lot 
of things, have to burden this restoration cost? 
 
Ultimately we need to look at our selves and try to do 
our best to not add the decline of many of the 
environmental areas that we do affect on a daily basis.  
If this means buying a reusable water container to take 
with you on kayak trips or changing light bulbs to 
conserve energy or even going through the expense of 
adding solar panels to your house to reduce you over 
all carbon foot print.  This type of forward thinking 
will go a long way. 
 
I hope to see you at the next meeting.  James Harcourt 
from the Fort Myers FDEP will be speaking to us.  
Come on out and give James a warm and friendly 
welcome. 
 
Anthony Morris 
President. 
 

 
Matlacha looking NW at low tide from my house. 
 

 
Matlacha looking SW at low tide from my house. 
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An Overview of Petroleum Exploration and Production in the Great State of Flor ida 
 
·  A brief history of petroleum exploration and production in Florida 
·  The geologic environment and stratigraphy favoring petroleum accumulation, entrapment, and production 
·  Engineering, environmental, and business challenges faced by Florida Petroleum Producers 
·  Speculation about the future of Petroleum prospecting and production in the Great State of Florida 
 
The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of the history of petroleum exploration and 
production in the Great State of Florida and to speculate about the future potential for oil and gas production in 
the state given current geologic evidence and emerging technologies.  Attendees should come away from the 
presentation with the ability to answer the following questions:  What is the current status and future potential 
for oil and gas production in the state of Florida?  Do we have substantial untapped reserves or are we all dried 
up?  What are the main geologic, engineering, environmental, and business challenges facing oil producers in 
Florida?  What is currently in the Permit Pipeline at the DEP? 
    
BIOGRAPHY 
 
James Harcourt is currently working for the FDEP Bureau of Mining and Minerals Regulation, Gas and Oil 
Section where he is the Assistant Coordinator for the South District.  James has a B.S. in Geology with a Minor in 
Computer Science from Utah State University and an M.B.A. from the University of Phoenix.  After graduation in 
1983 he worked at Chevron Oil Field Research Company in La Habra California and at Brown and Root’s 
California office for Petrochemical Engineering.  He also spent several years as an electronic warfare analyst at 
the Naval Air Missile Test Center in Point Magu, California where he held a Department Of Defense Top Secret 
Security Clearance. 

 
From 1995 through 2005 James split his time between teaching college courses and working in the health care 
industry alongside his wife who is a Family Practice Physician.  James moved with his family to Florida in 2005 
where he has returned to the Geology profession and has been involved in several research projects at the Rookery 
Bay National Estuarine Preserve and is currently studying submarine springs in the Gulf of Mexico with 
researchers from Mote Marine Laboratories and Woods Hole Institute in Massachusetts.  He has also traveled and 
explored extensively as a rock, ice, and mountain climber and SCUBA diver. 
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Meets on the Third Tuesday every other month at The Edison on McGregor Blvd at the Fort Myers Country Club in 
Fort Myers, Florida. Social hour starts at 5:00 PM. The meeting begins at 6:00 PM. No meetings are held in July or 
August 
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Application forms are available: 

at meetings, by mail and on our web site. 
www.evergladesgeologicalsociety.com 
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